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1*0 vapour
0*1 carbonic acid
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But besides these bodies, which may be considered as Other bo-
J                ..                  diescon-
the constituent parts of the atmosphere,, the existence of tainedin it.
several other bodies has been suspected in it. I do hot
mean in this place to include among those bodies elec*
trie matter, or the substance of clouds and fogs, and
those other bodies which are considered as the active
agents in the phenomena of meteorology, but to confine
myself merely to those foreign bodies which have been
occasionally found or suspected in air. Concerning
these bodies, however, very little satisfactory is known.
at present, as we are not in possession of instruments
sufficiently delicate to ascertain their presence. We
can indeed detect several of them actually mixing with
air, but what becomes of them afterwards we are un-
able to say,
1.  Hydrogen gas is said to have been found in air Hydrogen
situated near the crater of volcanoes, and it is very pos- &a~s"
sible that it may exist always in a very small propor-
tion in the atmosphere ; but this cannot be ascertained
till some method of detecting the presence of hydrogen
combined with a great proportion of air be discovered.
From the experiments of Gay Lussac and Humboldt*
It appears that air does not contain so much as -r^-^th
parts hydrogen.
2.  Carbureted hydrogen  gas is often emitted by
marshes in considerable quantities during hot weather*
But its presence has never been detected in air j so that